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HOW CHINA STOPS DESERTS FROM EXPANDING
14 August 2026, Friday
China has learned an important environmental lesson:

A desert is not necessarily the enemy. The real enemy is desertification—the degradation of usable land caused by advancing sand, overgrazing, poor farming and soil
erosion.

That is why China does not simply try to cover every desert with thirsty forests
Instead, it uses straw grids to hold down shifting sand, while planting native grasses and drought-resistant shrubs. Shelterbelts protect towns, farms, roads and
railways.

In some areas, solar panels also reduce wind and evaporation while generating electricity.

Around the Taklamakan Desert, China has completed a green belt of maore than 3,000 kilometres—not to eliminate the desert, but to prevent its shifting sands from
swallowing the surrounding land.

This is the intelligence behind China’s remarkable achievement:
Do not fight the natural desert. Control the environmental damage.
The desert may remain a desert—but it should not be allowed to keep expanding at the expense of farms, towns and human lives.
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